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and his control was confined to imported cloth. When the
manufacture of English cloth became extensive, his control was
extended to it, and a fee was charged for his services, on every
roll of cloth a halfpenny; this was the aulnage. There was
much opposition, and much vacillation on the part of the govern-
ment, but the general trend of policy was towards an enforce-
ment of the Assize of Cloth, which compelled rolls to be of a fixed
length. Besides the national control each town had its own
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regulations as to the sale of cloth. In many towns it was
decreed that all cloth should be sold at one central market, and
makers both in the town and from the country districts round
were forced under penalties to bring their cloth to this place
for sale. Thus Norwich had its 'Worsted Sdd', Bristol its
Saturday market in Touker Street, and Southampton its ' Cloth
Hall', to select a few out of many cases. The merchants of each
town watched jealously to prevent outsiders selling any of their
wares retail, and the London drapers even tried to prevent
wholesale trade with any but themselves. This, however, the
central government interfered to prevent. The market for cloth